[Bone repair in pseudarthrosis after arthrodesis of the upper ankle joint].
Delayed union or non-union of ankle arthrodesis is a common problem and revision arthrodesis is necessary in those difficult cases. Three cases are presented, in which a non-union after tibiotalar or tibiacalcanear fusion could be treated effectively with a bone graft taken from the anterior cortex of the distal tibia or from the anterior iliacal spine. The bone graft was fixed proximally with a screw. Distally the graft was inserted in an slot gouged into the talus or the calcaneus respectively with or without screw fixation. Postoperative care included short-time external fixation and immobilisation with a shortleg weight bearing cast. We conclude that the technique of a sliding tibiotalar graft can be used for effective treatment of non-union following ankle arthrodesis.